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What we are going to 

cover• Big picture (Nevada)

• Smaller picture (Paradise Valley)

• MH Phenology

• MH, general info

• What is needed to fight back

• MH partners (trust and confidence)

• Worst case examples



• Outline continued............

• What can you do .......or longer term solutions



MH big picture, 

Nevada

• Gerlach

• Reno/Washoe County

• Douglas County

• Paradise Valley and Humboldt County

• Elko



Small picture

Paradise valley



Paradise Valley

13 watersheds 



Forest Service 

map

McDermitt up to 10K acres

NW paradise Valley, 7K 

acres

National Canyon and Martin 

Creek



Medusahead 

phenology



MH seed awn, found on a 

rock, no soil contact



new MH in and around older cheat 

grass, good time for Journey (May)



MH phenology, June



Fully Mature (July)



Start pre-emergent spraying, late 

october, November and December (if 

mother nature will permit)



Medusahead

General info



Typical sage 

brush cluster

Hard to get aerial spray down 

and around this brush 

cluster, worse if sage is alive



Morey Creek Wx Station,

MH vs. Cheatgrass

who wins?



So typical, starts in the wet seeps. this is 

how is moves from the BLM foothills to 

the ranches



BLM weed seeds flush unto the valley 

ranches......we now have 9 ranches 

infested



You don’t know what you 

don’t know



What is elevation limit?

My last patch was 5,827’



Wild flowers gone, thanks to 

MH



This drainage used to be full of wild 

flowers....from Wild flowers to MH to 

bare ground



MH thatch cover



Plateau, test strip



MH would’t hurt the 

landscape ?



How to kill MH  with aerial 

application



What is needed to fight MH

• Start with the ground guy, coordinator

• Find good (and smart) weed partners

• Make a plan

• Maps, photos and other documentation

• Find some money (or go home)



Medusahead

partners



Boyd Hatch, USFS 

good guy



Rob Burton, BLM good guy, liked to 

spend time in the field



Brad Schultz, good guy, University 

Extension



With all of your partners, bring it 

together, get to work



Ground help, thanks to  NDF



Senator Dean 

Heller

Took the time for an 

extended walking weed tour 

to see the damage from 

Medusahead....

has promised support



Worst case 

examples



Water shed from mountains, through the 

foothills to the Bell Ranch



Not enough $$$



John Bell ranch, now 

clean of MH



BLM land, 258 

acres
It only took years to convince 

BLM that this was a bad 

patch and needed aerial 

application (note the dead 

sage brush)



Lamance watershed, waiting for USFS 

to approve aerial application 



Cantrell Creek, 31 acres of solid MH, 

from BLM foothills to the front door of 

Bar X Ranch



Cantrell Creek dumps right 

into Bar X ranch



What can you do? 

longer term 

solutions 



• Either get involved ..........or stay involved

• Know what is being developed, politically 

(weigh in).......AB227 Nevada, HR 3994 

Congress

• Newer and bigger role for NWMA

• Know what MH is (or isn’t)......rancher reports

• Share Conservation Commission letter

• BLM funding (x 10)



Not medusahead



Rancher reports



what ranchers 

report
Example of a new patch of 

Medusahead, 4.5 miles from 

the nearest known patch.

How did it get there?





The end
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